
 

[Pick the date]  [Edition 1, Volume 1] 

Promoting Forest Restoration in the Greater Albertine Zone; “A 

path to recovery and well-being.”

Introduction 

Forests cover one third of the Earth's land mass, performing vital functions around the world. 

Approximately 1.6 billion people - including more than 2,000 indigenous cultures - depend on 

forests for their livelihoods, medicines, fuel, food and shelter. 

Uganda‘s diverse forest ecosystem is important for both nature conservation and human 

development through the water cycle and soil development. These forests are a required partner 

for the agricultural sector, the country’s backbone 

However, the country continues to suffer from unprecedented rates of deforestation and 

forest degradation despite concerted efforts by government and non-government actors to 

protect and restore forest cover. Overall, the country has been losing on average 122,000 ha/year 

of forest every year from 1990-2015 with greatest loss in the country estimated at 250,000 ha of 

forests per year between 2010 and 2015 (MWE 2016). 

The rate of forest cover loss has serious repercussions on the Environment, human lives and 

livelihood security of many Ugandans. For the most part, this unprecedented loss of Uganda’s 

forest cover is attributed to the expansion of human settlements, agriculture and increased 

demand for extractive forest products like charcoal, timber and firewood. These primary factors 

are as a result of secondary factors like; weak implementation of forest governance laws and 

policies, weak institutions mandated to protect natural resources and rapid population growth 

rate.  

The country’s forest cover reduced from 4.9 million hectares on private land where an 

estimated 2.6 million hectares’ forests were lost between 1990 and 2015. Disappearing Natural 

Forests in the Muzizi River Catchment. 



 

 

PHOTO 1: PART OF MUHANGI FOREST RESERVE IN MUZIZI RIVER CATCHMENT SHOWING LEVELS OF ENCROACHMENT AND 

DEGRADATION.  

Muhangi, Kibego, Itwara, and Matiri Central Forest Reserves located in the Muzizi River 

Catchment are among the few surviving natural forests in the Tooro region. These forests are 

responsible for modulating the area's natural climate and contributing to CO2 sequestration and 

thus contributing greatly to the mitigation of Climate Change. There is scientific evidence 

suggesting that older trees have higher efficiency in carbon sequestration and lower in new and 

younger vegetation or recently planted forests. 

 

 



 

 

 

PHOTO 2: LOGGERS TARGET OLD AND NATURAL TREE SPECIES FOR TIMBER AND CHARCOAL. 

However, with such forests with natural trees gone, a disaster waits for this pristine region of 

the world and this will not only affect local climate but also incomes earned from Tourist 

activities. For example, Muhangi, Itwara, and Matiri Central Forest Reserves are part of the re-

known elephant corridor in Western Uganda which attracts hundreds of tourists each year and 

neighbors the recently created Fort-Portal Tourism City of Uganda. 

(https://jese.org/assets/uploads/file-6.pdf ) 

To address these challenges, the Government of the Republic of Uganda introduced a policy 

provision that involves community participation in forest restoration activities. The 2001 Uganda 

Forestry Policy provides for a policy statement on farm forestry which emphasizes promotion of 

tree growing on farms in all farming systems including agroforestry. The policy also provides for 

promotion of sustainable management of natural forests on private land with the purpose of 

https://jese.org/assets/uploads/file-6.pdf


 

sustainable production of forest resources within the context of the wider integrated land use, 

and expanding agricultural needs. 

 

PHOTO 3: IN MUHANGI CENTRAL FOREST RESERVE, THE FOREST IS ALSO TARGETED FOR FARM CLEARANCE. 

To this end,  Joint Efforts to Save the Environment (JESE) in collaboration with other 

development partners have for the last 20 years been facilitating Innovations and actions that 

contribute to sustainable Water and Natural Resources Management and Improved Livelihoods 

of communities adjacent to these gazetted and non-gazetted natural resources in Tooro, 

Rwenzori and the Albertine regions of Western Uganda.  

These innovations have consistently strengthened the capacities of women and youth in 

communities to participate in and influence policy changes, governance and decision-making 

processes regarding natural resources. Women have been positioned as agents of change due 



 

to their vulnerability in response to impacts of environmental degradation ranging from 

household incomes, food and nutrition security to gender inequality and decision making.  

JESE further strengthened the capacity of small holder farmers adjacent the degraded forest 

reserves, wetlands and rivers in sustainable agroforestry and land use management through the 

promotion of high value crops (cocoa, vanilla, macadamia and coffee) in agroforestry for 

improved biodiversity, farm productivity and household incomes. 

 

PHOTO 4: JESE IS SUPPORTING FARMERS ADJACENT TO FOREST RESOURCES TO ADAPT AGROFORESTRY PRACTICES ON 

THEIR FARMS. 

  Advocacy engagements with government and other duty bearers at district and national 

levels have positively pushed for inclusiveness and accountability in delivering a well-

coordinated response to key drivers of risk and thereby responding to demands and needs of 

citizens and displaced populations within the Rwenzori, Tooro and Albertine regions.  

However, for effective protection and restoration of Uganda’s forest cover a holistic approach 

should be adopted including addressing causes of low income levels for communities adjacent 

to the gazetted and non-gazetted forest and wetlands, expeditiously resolving forest boundary 

disputes, improving timeliness in resolving forest court cases through making decision and 

recommendations that advance forest justice   



 

Contributing to the theme of Forest restoration “A path to Recovery and Well-being.” We 

continue to influence the duty bearers and policymakers at local and national levels to embrace 

the roles of forest adjacent communities and private sector in the promotion of environmental 

conservation, protection and restoration through agroforestry that directly contributes to 

forestation on private lands hence increasing forest cover and improving the household incomes 

for a sustainable recovery and co-existence of forest and mankind.  

Our prayer to the government of Uganda and authorities mandated to Manage Forests and 

wetland resources are as follows; 

1) Accelerate their vigilance in the  monitoring forest resources 

2) Expedite the prosecution of illegal loggers in the forest resources 

3) Put in place punitive measures to all illegal loggers as a deterrent to illegal logging  

4) Streamline the coordination of mandated agencies with the Local governments and non-

state actors.  
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About the author (Joint Effort to save the Environment (JESE). 

Joint Efforts to Save the Environment (JESE), is an indigenous Not for profit Non-Governmental 

Organisation (NGO) established in 1993 with a desire to increasing household food security, 

through sustainable agricultural production and livelihood improvement amongst the rural 

communities as well as sustainable Natural Resources Management. Our vision is to see 

communities and nature flourish together. 

 

Currently, JESE operates in the following districts:  Bunyangabu, Agago, Kabarole, Kasese, 

Ntoroko, Kitagwenda, Kamwenge, Mubende, Kyegegwa and Buliisa Districts.  Target districts 

for expansion in 2020-2024 will include; Hoima, Bundibugyo, Masindi, Lira, Rubirizi, Mbarara, 

Isingiro, and Pader districts of Uganda.     

 

Contact us:  

P.O.BOX, 728  

Fort Portal Uganda  

Tel: +256-483-4-25253 / 0772 - 492 109  

Web: www.jese.org 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/jeseNGO/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/JESE_UG 

http://www.jese.org/
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YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-NVyPYHpus0gINBQGVVfQ 

 

Writers, MUHIMBO Edward,  KUNIHIRA Flavia and BUSIINGE Christopher 

Joint Effort to Save the Environment 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-NVyPYHpus0gINBQGVVfQ

