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 MUGISHA IN HIS COFFEE GARDEN WHICH IS HIGHLY YIELDING AND HE BELIEVES HE WILL HARVEST AND GET 

GOOD MONEY TO MEET HIS FAMILY NEEDS 

  
. 

     

Mugisha Malisilna is an 

adopting farmer under the 

“Engaging Farmers in the 

restoration of Kibale-Itwara- 

Matiri Elephant Corridor 

Project” in the village of Kijuma 

–Itwara Kyenjojo district. 

He had always grown food 

crops like maize, beans, irish 

potatoes for home 

consumption and sold surplus 

for income. This is because the 

food crops had short maturing 

seasons hence easy to harvest 

and get quick money for daily 

home use, however, he still 

couldn’t meet all household 

needs. 

Mugisha recalls meeting a 

team from JESE under the 

Forests of the World project 

through a trainer of trainers 

called Hamidu Tulyatunga 

when his perception on 

maintaining coffee 

changed. 

“When I met Hamidu 

Tulyantunga, he introduced 

and trained me on good 

and sustainable agroforestry 

practices.  

 He also invited me to 

trainings facilitated by JESE 
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to learn more about agronomic 

practices. From these trainings, 

I started applying the 

knowledge acquired on my 

coffee which was the only cash 

crop I had established. I 

realized that it was poorly 

planted, overcrowded and 

easily attacked by pests and 

diseases like coffee borer.  

I started occasionally weeding 

my garden, practicing inter 

cropping i.e with food crops, 

pruning the excessive coffee 

branches to enable the plant 

receive sufficient light and 

practicing line spacing of 10ft 

from each crop. 

To control run off water in the 

garden, I constructed water 

trenches to trap and retain the 

water for plant use especially in 

the dry season. Mulching is 

another technique that has 

controlled soil run off and 

greatly contributed to soil 

fertility due to decomposition of 

the mulch.” 

However, Mugisha’s biggest 

challenge is the coffee borer 

insect that attacks his one-acre 

coffee plantation. “I have 

spent a lot of money buying 

pesticides to spray the pests but 

they keep returning, I have tried 

to venture into the use of 

organic manure to keep away 

the pests but I have not yet 

received pleasing results.”   

Mugisha also faces a problem 

limited labor to maintain his 

garden especially in the rainy 

season when the growth of 

weeds is high.  

“I appreciate JESE for 

equipping me with knowledge 

and skills on how to maintain 

and look after my coffee 

plantation. I’m glad to notice 

the difference in my garden 

than before and I believe I shall 

get good money from the 

plantation to be able to meet 

my family demands and needs. 

Author:   Flavia Kunihira 

kunihiraflavia81@gmail.com  
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