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      ADOPTING THE CULTURE OF GROWING COCOA AND VANILLA CASH CROPS. 

  

 

      
NYAJUA ADJUSTING A DRY BANANA STRIPE TO PROPERLY TIE THE VANILLA VAIN ONTO A STEM FOR SUPPORT. 

 

                     

In 2019, JESE with funding from 

Forests of the World started 

implementing a project to 

engage farmers in the 

restoration of the Kibale- Itwara 

Matiri elephant corridors in 

Kyenjojo district.  

One of the benefitting farmers 

is Nyajura Rosemary from 

Mahasa village Kawaruju Parish 

Kyenjojo district. She is an 

adopting cocoa and vanilla 

farmer. 

Back in 2018, Nyajura 

confessed to have had limited 

knowledge limited on 

agronomic practices. She was 

accustomed to the traditional 

growing of food crops like 

beans, maize and matooke for 

home consumption with no 

idea about growing cash 

crops.  

Fast foreward to 2020, Nyajura 

was approached by Muhwezi 

Dues a community based 

trainer who informed her about 

trainings at the community 

nuersey bed In Matiri 

concerning cocoa growing. 

“In these trainings, I got 

interested in becoming a 

cocoa farmer because of its 

high market value and 

production rates.  Since I 

had no cash crop in my 

garden, I registered with the 

Community Based Trainer to 

be among the farmers to 

receive cocoa from JESE.  

I picked 50 cocoa seeds for 

trial and 30 matured while 20 

dried up because of low 

nutrients in some parts of the 

garden. 
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The JESE team continues to 

equip us with knowledge and 

skills on how to plant, weed, 

prune and propagate cocoa.”  

Shortly after the introduction of 

cocoa in our community, JESE 

under the social vanilla fund 

arrangement, introduced 

vanilla growing in the elephant 

corridor.  

Nyajuru attended these 

trainings and realized she 

needed to venture into vanilla 

indoor to diversify her sources of 

income in her garden. She also 

mentions that the money value 

of vanilla captured her interest 

the most i.e 350,000 Uganda 

shillings for one kg of vanilla. 

“With support from JESE, I was 

able to get 20 veins of vanilla 

on a loan worth 30,000Uganda 

shillings which I hope to pay 

back after six months.  I 

intercropped vanilla and 

coffee on roughly two acres of 

land spacing the vanilla 9ft 

from the cocoa plant.  

I have constructed water 

trenches to control soil run off, 

mulched my garden and 

applied organic manure as 

advised by the JESE team. I’m 

glad that I can see the cocoa 

and vanilla already flowering 

which is a promising sign.  

My dream is to pay school fees 

for my children, diversify into 

poultry projects when I start 

earning from these crops. 
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