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    EMPOWERING FARMERS THROUGH THE REVOLVING FUND SCHEME                

 
MWEBEMBEZI STANDING NEXT TO ONE OF THE COCOA PLANTS HE ESTABLISHED IN APRIL, 2021. HE IS HOPEFUL THAT 

HE SHALL EARN BIG FROM THIS ENTERPRISE 

. 

. 

                     

Farmers are central to efforts to 

get progress towards achieving 

the SDGs back on track, as 80 

percent of the world’s extreme 

poor live in rural areas and 

depend on agriculture for their 

livelihoods—many of them 

managing micro and small 

agricultural enterprises. 

Mwebembezi Alex, 35 years old 

is a farmer from Ganyinayo 

zone Kijumba parish Kihuura 

sub-county Kyenjojo distict. He 

was amused that the 

conditions in Kyenjojo could 

favour cocoa growing.  “I used 

to hear about cocoa growing 

only in Kasese and Bundibugyo 

districts.   I realized that cocoa 

growing was possible in our 

district when I attended one of 

the trainings in 2020 on 

sustainable agroforestry 

farming facilitated by JESE. It 

was during the training that 

farmers were encouraged to 

plant high value and 

permanent crops like cocoa.  

I was motivated to grow 

these crops but I lacked 

enough capital to purchase 

the seedlings.   I was glad 

that in 2021 JESE introduced 

the revolving fund.” This is 

where the farmer is given 

the planting materials and 

payment is done after a 

period of six months.  

“I applied for 675 cocoa 

seedlings and a few shade 

trees under the revolving 

fund. I got further trainings 
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on how to plant and maintain 

the cocoa i.e pruning the 

branches to enhance 

maximum production of the 

tree, use of organic manure to 

enhance soil fertility as well as 

control pests and diseases.  I 

can see that my cocoa is so far 

doing well and I expect to ripe 

big.”  

Mwebebezi is confident that 

through selling some of his 

second choice enterprises e.g 

maize, Irish potatoes and 

beans, he shall be able to pay 

the loan he applied for through 

the farmer group by end of 

December, 2021. 

“I’m grateful for the continued 

support offered by JESE in these 

agroforestry extension 

services.” 
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